HM/HW STORAGE

· The primary goal in storing hazardous material (HM) and hazardous waste (HW) is to prevent exposure of individuals and release to the environment.  Good housekeeping practices are essential to safety as well as efficient storage operations.  Many potential accidents, hazards, and fires as well as compliance issues are prevented when storage areas are maintained in a clean and orderly manner.

· LABELING

(  All HM/HW must be properly labeled.  Most HM is already labeled, however, if labels come off, are damaged beyond readability, or contents are transferred to another container, a Hazardous Chemical Warning Label (DD Form 2521 for large, DD Form 2522 for small) must be completed and placed on the container.  

(  HW containers must also contain the words "hazardous waste" to make sure it is not mistaken for usable HM.  HW labels are available at EMO.

(  Hazardous material storage sites and hazardous waste accumulation points should also have signs.  Personnel not familiar with the work site should know of the presence of HM/HW.

· INCOMPATIBLES

(  Certain HM/HW produce a reaction if they are mixed together.  It is important to keep these types of substances away from each other to prevent them from mixing, thereby avoiding any violent reactions that could result.  The "simple" rule is to keep each of the four major types of substances separated from each other (IGNITABLE, CORROSIVE, REACTIVE, TOXIC).  HOWEVER, there are some exceptions:


(DS2 and STB are both corrosive but they ARE NOT COMPATIBLE and may cause an explosion if mixed.


(Acids and bases are both corrosive but almost always react violently with each other and should always be stored separately.

THE EMO CAN ANSWER QUESTIONS REGARDING COMPATIBILITY!!!

· SECONDARY CONTAINMENT

(  All HM/HW must have secondary containment, i.e., any device or structure that prevents a spill or leak from reaching the environment.  Although secondary containment is not as crucial for materials and waste stored inside a building because the walls and floor prevent any released material from reaching the environment, it is ABSOLUTELY necessary for materials and wastes stored outdoors.  A roof or cover for any outdoor storage area must be provided to protect the containers from the weather.

· LOCATION

(  The location of the outdoor storage area is also important.  

(Storage areas should be located on pavement, not on the bare ground and not on gravel-covered parking areas.  

(A storage area should not be located adjacent to a stream, creek, or river.

(Storage areas should not be located next to sandy soil or gravel areas because liquids move quickly through these types of surfaces and spread more rapidly to the environment.

(Storage in high traffic areas should be avoided.

· See Hazardous Material Storage Site Inspection form.

(  See Hazardous Waste Accumulation Point Inspection form.

· COMPRESSED GAS CYLINDERS

(  Compressed gas cylinders pose a special threat not only as an environmental concern but also as a high safety risk.  

(Cylinders should be stored in approved storage containers, which provides for them to be secure from falling. 

(Caps should be in place except when in use even for empty cylinders.   


(Incompatibles should not be stored together, i.e., acetylene and oxygen.



(Excess or unserviceable cylinders should be turned in for disposal.  


(Inventory cylinders for safety accountability, necessity, and serviceability.  Provide inventory to EMO.  
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