INSPECTIONS/TRAINING

· INSPECTIONS 

(  The EMO performs environmental compliance inspections as a means of identifying environmental deficiencies for correction in order to gain compliance.  Units can call for a courtesy inspection and the inspector will come to the unit, examine HM/HW storage areas, point out deficiencies, provide guidance on required and suggested items, and answer questions.  Inspections are a valuable tool and can serve only to help ensure environmental compliance.  See ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE CHECKLIST form.

(  One of the best methods to prevent environmental damage is to conduct inspections 

of the hazardous material storage site and the hazardous waste accumulation point.  There is a checklist for weekly inspections of these areas available which will document that you conducted an inspection and are in compliance if the checklist is adhered to.  See HAZARDOUS MATERIAL STORAGE SITE INSPECTION form and HAZARDOUS WASTE ACCUMULATION POINT INSPECTION form. 

(  Only Hazardous Waste Accumulation Points (HWAP’s) are authorized within the 

BSB.  HWAP’s are areas at or near the point of generation for collecting and storing hazardous waste. HWAP’s may not store more than 200 kg of a hazardous waste stream or 50 kg of a highly toxic waste stream.  An HWAP is a shop, a site, or other work center dealing with one or more waste streams.

· TRAINING

(  Operational procedures must allow personnel to complete the organization mission while protecting people and the environment.  All personnel must be trained and then continually encouraged to correctly handle hazardous materials and wastes.  Training is a continuous process and must be enforced on a daily basis.

(  Personnel working with or managing hazardous materials and waste must be 

knowledgeable about their proper handling procedures (MSDS's).  This is required by law.  Do your personnel know what an MSDS is, where they are kept, and who they go to on safety issues?  How do you show your personnel have been trained?  DOCUMENTATION

(  Every unit (Brigade, Battalion, Company) should have an assigned on orders Unit 

Environmental Coordinator who has been certificate trained.  A USAREUR HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, WASTE MANAGEMENT, AND POLLUTION PREVENTION COURSE is offered at the BSB level annually (usually in the Spring).  Additional UEC training and other environmental training is provided by the EMO upon request.  Do your personnel know who the UEC is, where they can go to on environmental issues?  See ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONS? form.  

      (  Everyone working around or handling hazardous materials or waste must be trained on spill notification and response procedures.  See EMO Publication 1, SPILL CONTROL section, SPILL NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES form, and SPILL RESPONSE PROCEDURES form.   
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