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POLLUTION PREVENTION (P2)

· The Pollution Prevention Act of 1990 established pollution prevention (P2) as the 

Nation's preferred approach to environmental protection and waste management.  The Army's Environmental Strategy into the 21st Century clearly establishes P2 as one of four major components of the Army's management strategy.  As such, Army personnel are encouraged to incorporate P2 into their shops to the greatest extent possible.  P2 is the use of materials, processes, and practices that reduce or eliminate the generation of wastes and pollutants at the source of generation. 

· The Pollution Prevention Act of 1990 establishes a waste management hierarchy.  

The hierarchy outlines an approach to environmental management that places the highest priority on source reduction, followed by reuse and recycling, and then disposal.  This hierarchy should be applied to every waste generated at every unit in USAREUR.

 (  Source Reduction is the preferred waste management option because it eliminates 

waste generation by using materials, processes, or practices that reduce or eliminate the quantity and toxicity of wastes at the source of generation.  Source reduction techniques include: Process efficiency improvements, Material substitution, Supply system and materials storage improvements, Preventive maintenance, and Good operating procedures.

(  Reuse and recycle:  

(Reuse focuses on extending the life of chemicals through multiple uses of materials.  The reused material can be used either in the original process or in another as an input material.  

(Recycle is the reuse of materials after some kind of treatment restores the materials to their originally intended purposes or transforms them into other products.    

      (  Disposal should be considered only when all other options in the waste management hierarchy have been exhausted.  Disposal is considered the least favored waste management method because of its costs and environmental impacts.  Nevertheless, disposal will remain a part of the waste management hierarchy as long as there are wastes and waste residuals that cannot be reduced, reused, or recycled.  HW disposal must include proper waste management and removal procedures, including proper labeling, collection/storage practices, chemical compatibility, and secondary containment requirements.   


P2 can improve compliance and reduce environmental liability, result in cost savings, and produce health and environmental benefits.
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