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Marriage Information Sheet
The information furnished herein is believed to be accurate but is furnished without responsibility on the part of the Consulate General.

According to the Danish Marriage Act of 1969, and rules prescribed by the Danish Ministry of Justice, the following documents and declaration are required in order to be married in Denmark:

a) Birth certificate, or valid U.S. passport.  NOTE:  If your name has been legally changed since the issuance of your birth certificate or passport, you should present an official court decree to this effect.

b) If one of the parties is under 18, permission to marry must be obtained from the proper administrative authorities (in Copenhagen the “Overpraesidium” – The Prefect of Copenhagen – and outside Copenhagen, the prefect of the county within which the parties are residing).

c) If one of the parties is under 18, and has not been previously married, evidence must be presented that the parents consent to the marriage.

d) If one of the parties is under guardianship, documentation of the guardian’s consent to the marriage must be presented.

e) A declaration must be given to the effect that neither of the parties is related to the other by blood, through marriage, or through adoption.

f) If either of the parties has been previously married, proof must be submitted that such marriage has been dissolved.  If a marriage has been dissolved in a foreign country, the Danish Ministry of Justice requires that the decree of divorce or annulment clearly shows that it is a FINAL decree, that no appeal has been filed, and that the parties are free to remarry.  If not, the Ministry will demand that a statement to that effect be obtained by the party concerned from the appropriate court in the country where the marriage was dissolved.  A statement from an American attorney as to the finality of the divorce is not normally accepted.  This practice is strictly adhered to by the Ministry.  If the previous marriage was terminated by death, a death certificate or a probate court certificate must be presented.  Also, in the case of a previous marriage, evidence must be submitted that all community property, if any, has been legally divided.

    NOTE:  Danish officials have requested that persons who have been divorced and are contemplating remarriage in Denmark send copies of their divorce decree to the Domestic Relations Legal Office (Familieretskontoret, Slotholmsgade 10, 1216 Copenhagen K, Denmark) one month in advance of the planned wedding date, for approval before traveling to Denmark.  You will be advised whether the decree is acceptable or whether further clarifying documents are needed.  Remember to bring the decree with you to Denmark in all cases.

g) Each party must declare whether he or she has any natural or adopted children, or is expecting children by another man or woman.

h) The Copenhagen marriage office advises that parties should plan to stay at least four days.  If all documents are in order and submitted Monday between 9:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., the marriage can generally be held Thursday at 2:00 p.m.; if the documents are submitted Tuesday, the ceremony will take place on Friday, etc.  Parties submitting documents on Thursday/Friday must wait to be married until the following Tuesday/Wednesday.

i) Women desiring to retain their maiden names should inform the marriage office at time of initial application for the marriage license.

The above-mentioned declarations are all contained in a form which may be obtained on application to the marriage office “Bryllupskontoret” City Hall, Raadhuspladsen, 1599 Copenhagen V, Denmark, telephone 0045-33-663366 or the city hall in the city where the marriage is to take place.  The office will also furnish such additional information as may be needed.

Both parties are personally to sign their own form.  One party cannot sign on behalf of the other, not even under a power of attorney.

It is emphasized in the form that anyone making a false statement or concealing a material fact in connection with the completion of the form, is subject to the penalties prescribed in the Danish Penal Code for such an offense, ranging from a fine to 4 months imprisonment.

According to Danish law, marriage cannot be performed at the Embassy and, further, Foreign Service officers are not permitted to perform marriage ceremonies.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:

American Embassy Copenhagen           OR             Danish Consulate General

Dag Hammarskjolds Alle 24                                    Am Leonhardsbrunn 20

2100 Copenhagen O                                                 60487 Frankfurt

Tel:  00[45](31)423144                                            Tel:  (069) 97090016

